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Do you consider yourself to be of a specific faith?
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During your time in Zakho, your father’s hometown in northern
Iraq, did you gain any unexpected insights into life as an American?
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Many people reach an age when capturing their heritage
becomes especially important. Is any amount of trying
enough?
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What is one way in which your relationship with your father was
altered or enriched by the experience of researching and writ-
ing the book?
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At your core, what is one of your defining beliefs?
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Ariel Sabar

Ariel Sabar, 37, grew up in Los Ange-

les, the skateboarding son of a Kurdish

immigrantwho is among the last native

speakers of ancient Aramaic, the lan-

guage of Jesus’ time. In 2005, Sabar

left his job as aD.C.-based journalist

and traveled to Iraqwith his father

in search of his heritage. The fruit

of his journey is the recently

published book “My Father’s

Paradise: A Son’s Search for his

Jewish Past in Kurdish Iraq.”


